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Dear Parents,
As a school we have been working with Devon Moors Federation in a managed partnership. Their Executive
Headteacher Steve Mellor has been working with both Shute and Kilmington schools. It has been a
successful partnership thus far and I feel positive about the support the school has been getting. I would
like to direct you to our school website which has an overview of our school development plan in
partnership with Devon Moors so please have a look. On the front page go to ‘About Us’ and click on School
Development Plan, which takes you to the overview of the school development plan.
We have started to assess the children to see where the gaps are in literacy and numeracy because of the
disruption to their learning caused because of the lockdown. Once we have this information we will be
better able to support the children and their needs addressing any gaps moving forward. I have been so
impressed by the children and their attitudes towards school and learning. They have come back positive,
settled into their new classes and routines and are applying themselves to all activities given.
All of the teachers and staff at Shute work extremely hard and are very supportive and go the extra mile
to help your children. They look forward to meeting you for a parent consultation before half term. I will
give you further information next week about how we are planning on meeting with one of you in a safe way
to discuss how your child is settling in and areas to focus on.
Have a nice weekend.
Kind regards,
Mr Germscheid
Update
A few parents have contacted me about a lego club, as mentioned previously there are no clubs at present
(apart from Mindfulness). Just to confirm, Mrs Clark as part of her SENDco role is taking teacher selected
students for Lego intervention, but this is not a club.
Before School Club
Mrs Sandman will be running the before school club every morning. If you would like your child to attend
for the first time, please contact Mrs Haysom, email admin@shute-primary.org.uk for further details.
Inhalers and other medication:
Please ensure that we have a new medical form for the new school year and in date medication in school,
should your child need regular or emergency medication in school. Please see Mrs Haysom to fill out a
form. We are only able to give prescribed medicine and selected Over the Counter Medicine to children
and all prescribed medicine must come in the container/box it was prescribed in. Green medical forms can
be requested from Mrs Haysom, please complete and hand in to her with your child’s medicine.
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Parking
I have been made aware that parking continues to be a massive issue. This has been a problem for years
and certainly since I started at the school. There are no easy solutions. I ask that you park carefully, show
respect for other parents who are also trying to drop off or pick up and most importantly please make
sure your children are safe as they walk up to the school on a morning and down after school. Thank you to
everyone who is parking carefully and sensibly.
Raising Awareness about Racism
One of our parents has been raising awareness about racism in Devon and she mentioned about a lady
called Tsara Smith who is rambling different areas of Devon to raise awareness as well. She is rambling
the Kilmington-Whitford-Shute area on Friday. As a school I deliver the PSHE scheme which addresses
many important issues that we face in our country today. Having an understanding of the issues allows the
children to become more informed.
Free School Meals
All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free school meals.
However, parents and guardians are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol their child
in school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to support
learning.
From year 3 onwards, children whose parents are getting any of the following are entitled to free school
meals:









Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).
Income Support (IS).
Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA).
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA).
The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190).
Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying
for Working Tax Credit).

Pupil Premium
The pupil premium is additional funding given to state-funded schools in England to raise the attainment of
disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them and their peers.
There are 4 elements to pupil premium:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Free school meal eligibility
service children
adopted from care, special guardianship order and residence order
children in care
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Any qualifying family that registers their eligibility (based on the free school meal criteria) will help raise
pupil premium money for the school. For 2020-21, the additional funding will be £1,345 for a primary
school, for each registered child.
Do I need to apply for pupil premium? (based on free school meal criteria)
You only need to apply if you have a child in reception, year 1 or year 2 and both of the following apply:



you do not have an existing free school meal claim
you are in receipt of any of the qualifying benefits (see School meals for a list of the qualifying
benefits).
How to apply

Through the Citizen Portal which is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an
instant decision.
Parents and carers can also ring the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019.

Sickness
In line with NHS and Department of Education guidelines, children should not come into school for at least
48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.
School lunches
Reminder that the cost of school meals for pupils aged 3-4 (In Squirrels FSU) and in Year 3 and above is
£2.50 per day. Lunch money should be paid in advance via ParentPay. Orders must be placed the Thursday
before the week lunches are required.
Illness and Absence
If your child is absent from school, you are requested to contact the school office before 9.15am. As
required by our Safeguarding Policy if the administration team have not heard from you by early morning
they will contact you to establish why your child is not in school. If we are unable to establish contact we
may have to report this to the School Education Welfare Officer.
If your child needs to attend a medical appointment in school time, please complete the S2 form which can
be found on the school website. https://shuteprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2019/03/S2October-2018.pdf or ask Mrs Haysom for one prior to the absence.
If a child is late, he or she must be signed in by a parent or carer, they must follow the instructions in the
entrance and use the intercom to alert the office and a member of staff will come and let you in to sign
them in.
Persistent lateness has a negative impact on learning and we support families to ensure all children arrive
in good time. A letter or email must be sent to school with the child on their return to school and for any
planned medical appointments.
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Diary Dates:
October
14.10.20
22.10.20

Flu Vaccinations
Individual Photographs
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